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Why did the Wellington Wildlife Group start?

As part of the CLP (Community Led Plan) in 2014 it became apparent 
that we should :-

´ engage people in recording the flora and fauna of Wellington 

´  get more people interested in their surroundings.
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How did the Wellington Wildlife Group start?

´ A notebook and pen
´ Local Wildlife WhatsApp group was established.
´  Our details were also added to the Wellington Community Web site - 

Sept 2020
´ Members were welcome to share their sightings whether they knew what 

they were sharing or were very interested to see and learn about floral 
and fauna.
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The initial step 2019
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How the group grew



How the group grew
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Needle waisted paper 
moth South Africa

Dung 
beetle
South 
Africa

Turnstones and 
sand pipers 
Northumberland



In 2023 we held several 
events.
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Wellington Gravel Pits guided bird walk by 
our group



Pond



Garden     
     survey



Dawn Chorus





Collaboration with local farmers
Wildflower Meadow walk led by Lyn Langford 
We also visited Dick Makin’s meadows





Small Copper



Moth id session.

Dark ArchesRosy Rustic

Knot Grass



Yazzor Brook Riverfly Group
Ann Cottringer demo kick sampling



How we have expanded since 2023.
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Tree Appreciation Walk & Charcoal Drawing



From the initial 7 events in 2023 
we have now held over 20 

more events.
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7 11 13
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Tree identification
Village 
pond tours

Toad 
evenings

Riverfly 
surveys

Bio Blitz 
surveys



How we have expanded since 2024
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• ie a before and after survey followed up with 
regular monitoring; 

•and liaising with the different recognised trusts 
and groups using their knowledge and expertise 
to help us and to work alongside them to help 
them implement their initiatives.



Hedge Planting along 
practice football pitch

Since 2024



A Green team – led by Shirley Edgar 



Winter finch 
feeding 

2024



Tree planting at Wellington Marsh









Putting water plants into attenuation 
ponds on Tom Jay’s land



Derndale Surveys



Spotted Fly Catcher
Purple Hairstreak



Path clearing at Wellington Gravel Pits 



Empowering citizens to protect their rivers



24/3/24
 Riverfly Sampling - 
training session with Will 
Watson













Numbers 
found

Score

1-10 1

11-100 2

101 - 1000 3



Parr – a young trout with 
vertical camouflaging 
bars

Elver about 20-30cm 
long

Bull Head fish







stonefly





Knowledge and expertise

´Ecologists - Will Watson
´Herefordshire Wildlife Trust - Holly Thompson
´Shirley Edgar – Village Tree Warden 
´Viv Quinn – a bit of everything but main interest birds and 

butterflies
´Sue Griffin – as above plus fungi
´Selena Cambers – birds and moths
´Local farmers – Lyn Langford, Dick Makin and Tom Jay
´many others



When we started doing practical events
we needed funding. 

´Our initial fund provider was Tarmac 
´The Parish Council 
´Hereford Wildlife Trust
´Wellington Coffee morning
´Small Sparks 
´Bio-diversity 



Wellington Parish 
Council

insurance
constitutions

bank

legal 
advice

A place to store documents



Reporting back to them at the monthly parish council 
meeting

Wellington Parish 
Council



Where do we go from here?

1. Riverfly Project
• locate another site further upstream 
• liaise with the local school

2. Further improvements to the Ford Meadow
3. Monitoring of the tree planting to assess the impact on 

the biodiversity
4. Work with Wellington Historical Society to provide a QR 

coded walk around the village
5. Continue to offer packed and diverse events for 2026 
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Bioblitz at Ford Meadow



A village pond tour



Increasing our 
profile in the 
community



Feed back



Wellington Wildlife Group is so much 
more ……..

This group means so very much to 
so many people. It gives us such 
great meaning and purpose. But it 
also brings like minded people 
together and gives us a sense of 
purpose and unity. Thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart. This 
group has enriched my life on so 
many levels. I value the new 
friendships too. ♥



We are all caretakers of the future.



kim@kim-parker.com

Presented By: Kim Parker

Mental Health First Aid



mental health?

What Is

Mental health encompasses all types of health
related to the way we think, feel and behave. We
all have mental health, just as we all have physical
health. We can have good mental
health or experience poor mental health, or a
mental health condition (mental ill health)



Poor mental health can cause distress or inability in social, work, or
family settings and impact daily living, including how we relate and
interact with those around us. This may be situation specific or
time limited.

Poor Mental Health

Why It
Matters

Mental Ill Health

Mental ill health is when poor mental health has impacted a person to
the point where it could be a diagnosable mental health condition.



Risk factors

Stress and lack of support

Abuse and traumatic events

These are just some

Poor parenting

Illness, disability, and genetics

Alcohol and drugs

Inequality

Stigma and discrimination

and more..............



Just like living with a long-term medical condition 

such as diabetes, there is 

support and treatment available for 

mental ill health and mental health conditions.



Stress

Container
The size of your container If your container overflows

can be due to a lot of factors from your
background, e.g. being bullied or abused

as a child. The more of these factors there
are, the smaller the container, so it will
overflow more quickly than a larger

container

you can get overwhelmed and
mental and physical illness

can arise. Stresses need to be dealt
with to create capacity in the
container and stay healthy

Imagine we all have a container
into which everyday stresses
flow. If you have a large
container, you are less likely to
experience mental health issues.



Know?

Stresses can be dealt with. This creates
capacity in your container so you can stay healthy.

Did You



which releases stress before it overflows
There is a Tap

There is a gap at the bottom of the
container below the tap where stresses in
life can become trapped. 

Some stresses are too large to exit the
tap.

This is normal and sometimes certain
stressors can’t be dealt with at that time.

Our Stress Containers are never
completely empty. It is about
actively managing what is in there.

at the bottom of the stress container



It’s good to talk!

support and signpost
A MHFAider is here to listen,



Mental Health First Aid

07782 278137Kim Parker

The MHFAider role is to support a person and, if appropriate, signpost to appropriate
professional help. Much like a physical first aider, it is then the job of the professional to

support the person in their professional capacity



Contact Information

Kim Parker

07782 278137



Findings of the WSP 
Topographical Study 
and 
Update on the parish 
flood mitigation plan

Annual Parish Meeting
16th March 2026



Following the flooding in 2020, resulting from Storm Dennis, Herefordshire 
Council/BBLP commissioned WSP to complete a feasibility study for 
flood mitigation options for Wellington.

The report was completed in Autumn 2024 and shared with Wellington 
Parish Council in the spring of 2025.

Using topographical and geological studies, hydraulic modelling and cost 
benefit analysis, the report identified a longlist and then shortlist of flood 
mitigation options.

Overview



Catchment areas for Wellington Brook

In total the catchment area 
for Wellington Brook spans:

§ From Bush Bank down to  
Wellington Lane along the 
Canon Pyon Road

§ Across to Ledgemoor, just 
south of Weobley

§ Approximately 30 sq miles.



10 potential options identified:

1. Natural flood management features (e.g. small ponds) within Derndale
Farm

2. Introducing meanders to the Brook upstream of Mill Lane

3. Online flood storage upstream of Mill Lane

4. Raised right-bank of Wellington Brook throughout village

5. Property Flood Resilience schemes

Longlist of flood mitigation options (1 of 2)



10 potential options identified (cont):

7. Offline flood storage area situated on the left bank between Watermill 
and Bridge Lane

8. Overflow culvert to divert water to south of village

9. Relief culvert situated along main road through Wellington from Post 
Office to downstream of St Margaret Church

10.Two-stage channel between Mill Lane and Bridge Lane

11.Flood storage area situated in open fields to the rear of Post Office

Longlist of flood mitigation options (2 of 2)



10 potential options identified:

1. Natural flood management features (e.g. small ponds) within Derndale
Farm - (implemented by Tom Jay independently of the report and prior 
to its publication)

2. Introducing meanders to the Brook upstream of Mill Lane

3. Online flood storage upstream of Mill Lane 

4. Raised right-bank of Wellington Brook throughout village

5. Property Flood Resilience schemes

Rejected as not sufficiently impactful

Rejected as not feasible 

Shortlisted

Assessment of flood mitigation options (1 of 2)



10 potential options identified (cont):

6. Offline flood storage area situated on the left bank between Watermill 
and Bridge Lane

7. Overflow culvert to divert water to south of village

8. Relief culvert situated along main road through Wellington from 
Post Office to downstream of St Margaret’s Church

9. Two-stage channel between Mill Lane and Bridge Lane

10.Flood storage area situated in open fields to the rear of Post Office

Rejected as not sufficiently impactful

Rejected as not feasible 

Shortlisted

Assessment of flood mitigation options (2 of 2)



Further detailed work was undertaken to understand the shortlisted 
options and concluded:

“Based upon the outcomes from the economic assessment it is unlikely 
that any of the short list options would be eligible for FCERM GiA funding” 
due to not achieving sufficient value for money.

The report made no recommendation in itself to progress any of the shortlisted 
schemes, leaving property owners to implement their own PFR measures. 

The report suggests there is potential for progressing schemes to Outline 
Business Case and the Parish Council will work with Herefordshire 
Council to develop plans further.

Conclusions and recommendations



Update on Flood 
Mitigation Plan
16th March 2026



Action tracker

Hosted on the Parish 
Council Papers page 
of the website:

The three whys?

§ Communication

§ Collaboration

§ Accountability

Establishing and maintaining a collaborative approach to ensure all 
parties are contributing to flooding resilience for Wellington.



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations An ambition to looking at further flood 
management schemes west of the 
village, to supplement the attenuation 
ponds created by Tom Jay with 
parishioners.

Engagement with Herefordshire Council 
has been somewhat piecemeal over the 
past few months and so we are looking 
develop regular meetings with them.

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations § Hold regular meetings with 
Herefordshire Council to help to 
ensure pressure is maintained to 
cleanse village drains

§ Contact will be maintained to ensure 
knowledge is passed to the new 
public realm contractor

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations § Scheduled regular meetings to keep 
pressure on National Highways to 
ensure drains are cleansed

§ Negotiating with National Highways 
to increase the number of time drains 
are scheduled for cleansing

§ Discussing additional measures to 
support the brook and drainage along 
our patch of the A49

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations § Raising specific issues with 
Herefordshire Council and their 
contractors to hopefully get them 
addressed sooner

§ Working with the Internal Lugg 
Drainage Board to co-ordinate brook 
maintenance

§ Establish flood groups with specific 
purposes

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations

§ Coordinating our allocation of 
Aquasacs through Herefordshire 
Council’s distribution scheme

§ Engaging with Herefordshire Council 
to facilitate the visit of the Flood 
Mobile and Flood Mary last Autumn

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



Flood mitigation categories

1. Natural mitigations

§ Developing a flood event 
communication process and plan

§ Relook at the possibility of an early 
warning system based on the height 
of the brook

§ Establishing and managing the road 
closure scheme to limit damage from 
standing water during flood events

2. Essential infrastructure – 
village and Marsh

3. Essential infrastructure – 
A49

4. Local strategies

5. Property Flood Resilience

6. Parish Council/Community



The Long View of the work of 
Wellington Parish Council



Pushing for services



Letter boxes requested

That the  Post-master be asked to please put up a 
pillar box somewhere at the top of the village for the 
convenience of the residents in Upper Wellington.



Letter boxes requested

That the Post Master General be requested to place a 
Letter Box near the School and another near Mr 
Bowcott’s Shop at the Marsh.



Police residence in the village

The  following requests were unanimously agreed:  That the Chief Constable be requested to 
endeavour to station the Constabulary in the village and not as at present at the Marsh.



We need a refuse cart The parish was informed 
that….it was not possible for 
a refuse cart to be sent 
round Wellington. 

Mrs Rees proposed that the 
RDC (Rural District Council) 
be written to asking that a 
refuse cart call at 
Wellington, pointing out that 
adjacent parishes were so 
provided.



FamilyID=Office_ArchiveTorn

Telephone calls round the clock 
…pointing out the necessity of the erection of a 24 
hours service telephone box in Wellington.



Improving infrastructure



Bridge Lane 
Bridge



Seeing the County Council are about to construct a new bridge, this 
council is of opinion that it is desirable to have an iron girder 
bridge to replace the wooden one. After some discussion this was 
passed unanimously.

In order to strengthen the 
recommendation of the Parish 
Council, it was considered advisable 
to back up the request by a petition 
signed by all ratepayers who 
considered the plan of the iron 
bridge to be best for the purpose.



State of the roads Much dissatisfaction 
was expressed at the 
dilatory and patchwork 
methods of Mr Bishop 
the district surveyor. It 
was however pointed out 
that the various culverts 
were receiving attention 
at last and further action 
was postponed.





New Road



New Road





Annoyances



Annoyance caused by a number of boys

..complaint from the Managers of the School 
and the Glee Society…annoyance caused by 
a number of boys 16-18 years of age



..the dumping of old tins and 
empty bottles at the foot of the 
Knapp and in Claypits Lane.
…write to the sanitary 
authorities….



Curiosities







..letter from the 
Stroud Brewery…the position of 
the Memorial Hall constituted an 
infringement of the law of ancient 
lights and claimed the payment of 
1/- per annum as compensation



Wellington Parish History Society – 7.30pm
26th March
The White Stuff: dairying, milkmen and 
milkmaids in Wellington and Herefordshire - 
Bill Laws

28th May
Timber-Framed Buildings - What's Not to Like? 
- David Clayton

24th September
Wellington Charities - Gill Bullock

26th November
Wellington Court - Marc Willimont



Wellington Parish History Society - Archive
https://bit.ly/462sa66

Via Facebook: @wellingtonphs

Via website: www.wellingtonhistory.org.uk/

Via QR code

By personal dip into the archives with Gill

https://bit.ly/462sa66?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwYzFtejBHSUhCdVhTMWhURXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR46uMZheskm8xhR1_PpRS4tUcUVT9u3odqYVmt3XNMtElz2D-CAi21sNRV2sw_aem_35Jop85xN0BXhaCeG60uMQ
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